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THE SPIKE I ^JAS THE NAME GIVEN TO THAT PART OF THE TOh lN  ALSO NAMED

BLAYDON HAUGHS.  "SP IKE"  IS  AN  IR ISH  NAME FOR A  LODGING HOUSE,

AND THE D ISTRICT I ^JAS SO CALLED BY THE LAR6E CONTINGENT OF IRSHMEN

I^ I0RK ING L0CALLY  AND L IV ING THERE IN  THE 
. l 860s .

THE ORIG]NAL  LODGING HOUSE I ^ IH ICH GAVE THE SPIKE lTS  NAME | ^JAS PROBABLY

THE BUILD ING KNOWN AS BLAYDON CASTLE ,  NOT A  M IL ITARY BUILD ING IT  WAS

OF CASTELLATED STRUCTURE PROPERLY KNOWN AS TURRET PLACE AND,  ALTHOUGH

OBVIOUSLY A  BUILD iNG OF  GREAI  PREIENS iONS IN  ITS  LATER DAYS IN  THE
rJ }1 ' . 95  IT  l ^ lAS  MADE INTO TENAMENTS AND HOUSED E IGHT FAMIL IES.  THE

COUNCIL .S  PRE- I ^JAR CLEARANCE RESULTED IN  ITS  DEMOLIT ]ON.  1T  l , lAS

A  LARGE BUILD ]NG,  SQUARE IN  PLAN,  OF  GOOD QUONING AND RUBBLE MASONARY

l , \ lH ICH HAD A  BROAD DUTCH CABLE ON EACH FACE WITH CORBELLED AND CRENNALATED

TURRETS AT  EACH ANGLE.  MANY OF THE ORIGINAL  | , J INDO| ,JS  WERE LARGE ROUND

HEADED OPENINGS,  JUDGING FROM h ,H ICH THE DETAILS ,  THE CASTLE  l iAS  BUILT

I} I  TI IE D,O.YS CF CI IARLE5 ]  ] .

t , /E  CAN HAZARD A  GUESS AS FOR IdHICH FAMILY THE HOUSE OR CASTLE I ^ IAS  BUILT .

IT 'S  S IGHT FORMED PART OF  TH I  SELBY ESTATE IN  BLAYDON,  TH IS  IS  SHObJN

ON THE MAP FAC iNG PAGE 68OFOUR "H ISTORY OF  BLAYDON' ' ,  AS  S iR  W iLL IAM

SELBYS HAUGH.  THE CASTLE STOOD IN  THE I ^JA IST  OF THIS  PLOT.  AS  A

RESULT  OF  THE C IV IL  WAR AND FAMILY  TRAGEDIES ,  IN  THE MID- -SEVENTEENTH

CINTRY THE SELBY FAMILY  ENTERED UPON HARD T IMES.  S IR  GEORGE SELBY
l / ' lAS  FORCED TO SELL  OFF H IS  ESTATE IN  PARCELS AND AS A  RESULT,  THE

CLAVERINGS ACQUIRED THE I ^ IH ITE  HOUSE AND ALL  ADJACENT LANDS AND IN

I€15 THE REST OF THE SELBY SHARE OF THE LORDSHIP OF WINLATON I ,JAS BOUGHT

BY S IR  WILL IAM BLACKETT .  BUT  MEMBERS OF  THE SELBY FAMILY  CONTINUED

TO L IVE  IN  BLAYDON,  FOR ON THE 4TH JANUARY,  ] 72 ]  MRS.  FRANCES SELBY

OF BLAYDON tdAS BURIED IN  THE CHOIR OF THI  CHURCH OF RYION.  l ^ lE  THINK iT

H IGHLY PROBABLE THE SELBYS RESIDED IN  THE CASTLE .

THE SPIKE I ^JAS IN  REALITY A  V ILLAGE ON ]TS  O l rJN ,  D IVORCED FROM BLAYDON

BY THE RAIL I ^ IAY .  THERE l , i lERE S IX  STREEIS  OF HOUSES,  P IONEER ST ,  TOWNLEY ST ,

V ICTORIA  ST ,  COWEN ST ,  AND AT  R IGHT ANGLES TO THESE DOUGLASS TCE AND

PATTERSON ST.  THERE WERI  T t ^ lO  PUBS,  THE BOTTLE HOUSE ARMS AND THE P IONEER,

THE FORMER STOOD TO THE SOUTH OF THE ' 'CASTLE ' ' ,  AND THE LATTER AT  THE END

OF P IONEER ST .  THE P IONEER HAD A  MOST BEAUTI  FUL  DOORI^JAY.  W]T I '

HOODED CANOPY .  , / "I



I t  w a s  t h e  l a t e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  l { r s  F r a n c i s

S e l b y  c o u l d  o f t e n  b e  s e e n  w a l k i n g  f r o m  h e r  c a s t l e  a l o n g  t h e  b a n k s

o f  t h e  R i v e r  T y n e .  S h e  w o u l d  s t a n d  s m i l i n g  a t  t h e  f i s h e r n a n  a s  t h e y

h a u l e d  i n  t h e i r  n e t s  f u l l  o f  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  s a l m o n .  T h e  R i v e r

T y n e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  b e h o l d  c l e a r l  c l e a n ,

g l i s t e n i n g  w a t e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s a l m o n  e x c e l l e d .  F r a n c i s  w o u l d

u n d o u b t e d l y  r e t u r n  t o  h e r  c a s t l e  o n  t h e ' H a u g h s r a n d  s h e  w o u l d  n o !

b e  e m p t y  h a n d e d .  S h e  w a s  t h o u g h t  v e r y  h i g h l y  o f  b y  t h e  w o r k m e n  a n d

a l l  w h o  k n e w  h e r .

L e t  m e  t e l 1  y o u  t h e  h i s b o r y  o f  t h i s  c a s t l e  t h a b  w a s  i n  t h a t

e r a  l h e  h o m e  o f  b h e  S e l b y  F a n i l y .  I t  w a s  k n o w n  a s ' B l a y d o n  C a s t l e , -

i t  w a s  n o t  a  m i l i b a r y  b u i l C i n g ,  i t  r r a s  o f  c a s t e l a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  a n d

w a s  a  b u i l d l n g  o f  g r e a t  p r e t e n s i o n s .  I  t  ' ' r a s  s q u a r e  i n  p l a n , h a d  g o o d

q u o n i n g  a n d  h a d  b r o a d ' D u t c h  c a b l e  o n  e a c h  f a c e  r , r i t h  c o r b e l l e d  a n d

c r e n n e l a t e d  t u r r e t s  a t  e a c h  a n g l e . T h e  - * i n d o w s  w e r e  l a r g e  r o u n d

h e a d e d  o p e n i n g s .  I t s  d e E a i l  a l l  p o i n t e d  t o  E h e  c a s b l e  h a v i n g  b e e n

b u i  l !  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  C I J A R L E S  I 1  .  T h e  c a s  t l e  r r a s  b u i  l t  f  o r  t h e  S e l b y
- - - - :  "  - '  :  -  ' i  ̂  s i  t e  f  o r m e c i  p a r L  o f  t h e  S e l b y  e s t a t e  i nr c l r r r l . i l  -  ! u  ;

B l a y d o n ,  S o m e t i i n e s  i t  w a s  k n o w n  a s  S i r  i { i l l i a m  S e l b y ' s  H a u g h .  A s  a

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c i v i l  w a r  a n d  f a m i l y  b r a g e d i e s  t h e  S e l b y ' s  f e 1 l  o n

h a r d  t i m e s  a n d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n b u r y  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  s e l l

o f f  t h e  e s t a t e s  i n  l o t s .  T h e s e  l o t s  r e r e  b o u g h t  b y  S i r  l { i l l i a m

B l a c k e t t  a n d  t h e  C l a v e r i n q  f a m i l y .  l f e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e l b y  f a m i t y

c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i v e  i n  B l a y d o n ,  f o r  i n  L 7 2 L  l { r s  F r a n c e s  S e l b y  w a s

b u r i e d  i n  t h e  c h o i r  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  R y t o n .  I t  w a s  h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e

s h e  s t i l l  l i v e d  i n  t , h e  c a s t l e  u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h .

T h e  c a s t l e  r e m a i n e d  E h e  h o m e  o f  E h e  S e l b y s  b u t  l a f e r  w a s

d e s e r f e d  b y  t h e m  d u e  t o  c o s t s .  I n  1 8 0 0  i t  \ r a s  i n a d e  i n t o  t e n e m e n t s

a n d  h o u s e d  b l v e l v e  f a m i l i e s .  I t  r r a s  s a i d  F r a n c e s  S e l b y  n e v e r  d i d

l , : a v 3  3 : ;  t l a s L J , ; :  r r . - : j  o n  a . l o : . . - j  L i t l n  o i i 3  c c i l f  s i f f  j i l =  ' , . : : r - j  a : t f n  : D r /  , i i  a : 1 /

- .  r  :  - :  i  - . . ,
: j ! r u a , r J  a - v u , r c i 7  a  g h c s L l y  a p p a r i L i o n  a n i  s t i l l  s n i l i n q

N o w  g e b b i n , g  o n  t o  t h e  t e n e n e n t s .  T h e y  v e r e  m o s t l y  f  r i s h n e n  v h o

g o t  l o c a l  w o r k ,  f o r  b y  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  B l a y d o n  H a u g h s  h a d  t u r n e d  i n t o
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a  h i v e  o f  i n d u s t r y . F a c t o r i e s  w e r e  p o p p i n g  u p  l i k e  m u s h r o o n s .  T h e r e

w a s  a  c h e m i c a l  w o r l c s ,  a  s a n i t a r y  p i p e  w o r k s ,  t h r e e  e n g i n e e r i n g

w o r k s ,  a  g l a s s  b o t t l e  f a c t o r y  a n d  a  l a m p  b l a c k  f a c t o r y .  l f y

f o r e b e a r s  h a p s : e n e d  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  f a n i l i e s  t s h o  l i v e d  i n  t h e

t e n e n e n t s  I  m y s e l f  w a s  b o r n  t h e r e  i n  1 9 1 7 .

T h e  t e n e n e n t s  c o n s i s t e d  a f  t l r o  l a r E a  s t o n e  f l o o r e d  r o o m s  a n d

t v o  v e r y  s n a l l  r c o m s .  T h e  l i v i n g  r o o n  h a d  a  h u g e  f i r e p l a c e  w h i c h

h a d  a  1 a r g e ,  r o u n C  o v e n .  T h e  c e i l i n g s  i { e r e  h e a v i l y  b e a m e d ,  t h e

b e a n s  n u s t ,  h a v e  b e e n  o a l i  b u t  r J e r e  c o a l  b l a c k  v i t h  y e a r s  o f

s m o l c e .  T h e  w a 1 1 s  r r e r e  r o u g h  c a s t  p l a s t e r i n g  s o  c o u l d  n o i  b e

w a l l p a p e r e d  -  p e o p l e  ) c e p t  t h e n  w h i t e r r a s h e d .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  h o t  r . r a t e r

a n d  n o  e l e c t r i c i t y .  A 1 1  t , h e  t e n a n t s  h a C  o i l  l a i n p s .  T h e  o i 1  n a n

c a l l e c i  e a c t  w e e k  t r i t h  h i s  o i l  d r u i n s  o n  a  h o r s e  d r a w n  c a r t .  T h e

t o i l e t s  w e r e  d r y  c l o s e t s  o r  ' n e L t i e s '  .  T w o  n e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s
' n i d d e n : n e n '  c a i n e  e a c h  v e e l <  t o  c l e a n  t h e s e  o u i .  T h e y  s h o v e l l e d  t h e

r u b b i s h  o u t  f r o n  a  s n a l 1  h a t c h  a i  i h e  c a c l i  o f  t h e  c l o s e t .  E a c h

t e n a n b  h a d  l a r g e  t , u b s  c a l l e C  ' p o s s  t u b s '  .  T a e s e  s t o o c  o u t s i C e  t h e

d o o r  a n d  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  r v a s h i n g  c l o t h e s  i n  a n d  a l s o  f o r  i i r e  f a . n i l y

b a t h  t u b .  F i l l i i r ;  - r - h e  t u : s  u i t , h  h o i  w a t e r  w a s  q u i t e  a  t a s l < ,

r e n e n b e r i n g  l h a t  i h e  w a t e r  a l l  h a d  t o  b e  c o i l e d  i n  p a i l s ,  k e b t l e s

a a d  r + h a f e v e r  e l s e  c o u l d  b e  u s e c i  o n  t h a  f i r e .  I t  w a s  a  r e g u l a r  t , h i n g

f o r  e i b h e r  o n e  l r o n a n  o r  t v o  w h o  h a C  i h e i r  t u b s  f i l l e C  t o  g r a b  a l l

t h e  k i d s  p l a y i n g  a r o u n d  a n d  s t r i p  t , h e m ,  s c r u b  t i r e m ,  w a s h  t h e i r  h a i r

t h e n  s e n d  t h e n  o f f  h o m e  t o  h a v e  t i r e i r  n a i r  c o m b e i .  A c t u a l l y  t h e

t e n a n t s  i n  t h e  c a s t l e  i r e r e  o n e  b i g  f a m i t y  -  v e r y  c l o s e  l c n i t  a n c i

p r o t e c t i v e  o f  o n e  a n c t h e r .  N o n e  o f  t : r e  c h i l C r e n  c a : n e  t o  a n y  h a r n ,

a s  s o n e o n e  w a s  a l w a y s  a r o u n C  t o  k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  t h e r r  a s  t h o u g h  t h e y

t , h e i r  o w n .

S o n e  o f  t h e  n e n  k e p t ,  p i g s ,  o t h e r s  h a d  ; c o u l t r i r  a n d  o t , h e r s  h a C

a l l o t i n e n b  g a r l e n s .  T l r e r e  \ r a s  a l v a y s  a  i f  a n  o f  b r o t , h ,  a  s i d e  o f

: ) l a j - t . l  . i i t - , 1  . i  a r - l  , l . ; i :  3 , - ; . - , . ) . : ,  i - - :  j i 7 . : , l y ' : 1 . : .  T ' ; , :  i _ i : : - , ;  . . t  J _ , 1  : : ,  ; i : : , i ' _  - ; : ; j _ , . 1 1

t f ,  t l ' i e  c i r i t . : r + : r  a n d  t , h e  v J r /  o 1 i i .

T i r e  c a s t l e  i r a s  o n  i t s  o w n  -  i t  l r a s  C i v o r c e d  i r o n  B l a y C o n  o y

t h e  r a i l w a y  a t  o n e  s i d e  a n d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  i b ,  d i v i d e d  b y  f i e l d s ,

w a s  a  l i t , t l e  v i l l a g e  n a m e C  t h e  S . o i k e .  T h e  S p i k e  h a d  s i x  s t r e e f s  o f
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h o u s e s ,  t . * o  a l e  h o u s e s  a n d  t w o  c h a p e l s r  o D ?  a  l t e t , h o d i s t ,  t h e  o t h e r

a  1 i t t 1 e  t i n  h u t  i t  w a s  A n g l i c a n .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  i n  B l a y d o n

w a s  t h e  R o m a n  C a t i r o l i c  c h u r c h .  B l a y d o n  w a s  a  v a r y  q u a i n t  o l d  m a r k e t

p l a c e  t h e  s h o g s ,  w h i c h  l r e r e  v e r y  s n a 1 l ,  w e r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  b u i l t

a r o u n d  a  l a r g e  s q u a r e  n a m e d  i f e s l e y  S q u a r e .  A n y  n e e t i n g s  o r

g a t h e r i n g s  c o n g r e g a t e d  i n  1 i e s l e y  S q u a r e  o n  a  S a t u r d a y  n i E l i t  y o u

c o u l d  b e  e n i e r t a i n e d  b y  t h e  s ; : e a l : e r s  o f  d i f  f  e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s

s h o u t i n E  t o  t h e  c r o r . r d  o f  t h e  w a y s  o f  t h e  L o r d  a n d  d a m n a t i o n .  T h e

o p p o s i t , i o n  r o u l d  t h r o r r r  o l d  f r u i t  a n d .  t o m a t o e s  a t  t h e  s p e a k e r s  b u t

i h i s  d i d  n o t  d e t e r  t h e r a .  T h e y  r r o u l d  b r u s h  t , h e m s e l v e s  d o w n  a : r d

c o n t i n u e  t o  s h o u t  t h e i r  a n t h e m s .  T h e  s h o p s  i n  o l d  B l a y C o n  H e r e  a l l

l o w ,  s t o n e  f l o o r e d  l i t t l e  p l a c e , s  a t  t h a t  t i n e .  T h e  r o a C s  l e a d i n q  t o

i  a i  r e f u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  * - r *i t  f r o . n  f h e  r a i l w a y  r r e r e  a l l  c o b b l e s  a n i  a i  ; e 3 u 1 a r  i

t h e  o l - d  h o r s e  t r o u E h s  f o r  t h e  h o - r s e s  i o  C r i n k  -  t h e  h o r s e  c a b s

o e i n g  t r e  n a i n  c o n v e y a n c e  t o  t r a v e l . T h e  s h o p s  r r e r 3  s n a l l  b u t

- : l e n t i f u l  .  T h e r e  w a s  a  c l o g g e r s  a l C  a  b o o i  a n d  s h c a  s l i c : i ,  a  n i l n e r s

7  3  t a i l o r s ,  a  h a r d w a r e  s h o p ,  a  b l a c l c s : n i t h s ,  s e v 3 r a l  b u t c h e r s ,

b a l < e r s  a n d  e v e n  a  c a n d l e s t i c l <  m a l c e r s .  T h e  c a n d l = s t i c k s  i r e r e  n a i n l l r

u s e d  b y  t h e : n i n e r s .  I n  t h o s e  C a y s  i h e i '  l r e r e  a  s n a 1 l  t i n  a f f a i r  t r i t h

a  s h a r p  s ; : i k e  a t  o n e  e n l  r h i c h  t h e y  p u s n e d  i n t o  a . ? i t  _ r r c . )  t h i s

h:: l -d ' . i re c:n, i  l -= .

A t ,  C h r i s t m a s  t i n e  i t  - . r a s  f  a i r y l a n d  f  o r  t h e  c h i t  d r e n  ; o i n ;  t o

t h e  s h o p s  a t  B l a y C o n .  O n e  s h o c  c o r n p e t , i n g  a g a i . n s c  a n o t h e r  i n

C r r i s t m a s  d e c o r  a n C  S a n t a  C i C n ' t  ; t a v e  h i s  r e i n d e e r ,  h e  a l l v - a j r s

t u r n e d  u p  i n  i r i s  n o r s e  d r i v e n  t r a p .  f  t r r i n l <  t h e  b i g ; e s t  f a s c i n a t i o n

w a s  t h e  b u t c h e r s  s h o - o  w i . n d o w ,  d l - / a y s  z i u n  h i s . : i g s  h e a C s  i n  t h e r e

t , h e y  i r e r e  C o n e  u p  w i t ' r r  h o l l y  a n a  h a d  a n  o r a n g e  i n  t h e i r  n o u t h s .  T i r e

i u c l < s  a n d  g - 5 e s e  a l w a y s  w e r e  v e l l  o e c o r a t e C  w i t , h  h o 1 1 y  a n  j  s n a l l
-  - . . i  - 1  ^ L .5 u j 4 !  - J r r D  c u c .  s u r r o u n d i n E  E h e n  i b  i f a S  c h i l d h o o q  

" , a ; i = ,  
i t  d i d

n o t  m a t t e r  t , n a i  S a n i , a  o n l y  l e f t  t h e : ' n  a  s u g a r  ? i g ,  a n  o r a i l g e r  d o

a p : l e  a n d  a  n a i l  p e n n v .

I ) a i 3  I : t 1  . i  i u i r - : f a : i  l i l

1  - - -  ^  i r l . - - : l - .  . ' - t . :  i t i : - , 1 : t-  . L u  J  V  J !  )  . a J r . .

r - . ; r = ;  l :  - r ' i - l r = r . : - l  i { -  ' r h a  h a n : '

i r a s  t , h e  s i t t i i r g  u p  a l l  n i g i t l

d e a d  . o e r s o n  t o  b e  l e f t  a l o n e

u  . . 1 . :  l -  J i

o f  L : r e  c i e c : a s e d

w i t h  t n e  < i e a c i .

.  i r lo  need to  say

f  i t J I - ) r  ! r ' : , 1 - .  a r l a i f ,

- ' :
J - - i . 1 . = ' - i t  u - 1 . j  r : : _ r . I  J L  L - ] U

and  i : a ' j  i he  . i , r a l ( e .  T i t i s

I i '  l . r a s  u n h e a r C  o f  f o r  a

t , he  w i r i skey  ran  f ree l y
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a L 1  n i E h t  a l s o  t h e  o l d  c l a y  p i p e s  r + e r e  h a n d e d  a r o u n d  w i t h  f r e e

t o b a c c o .  T h e  f u n e r a l  c o a c h e s  w e r e  m a g n i f i c e n t , ,  b l a c l i ,  s h i n i n g  h o r s e

d r a w n  c o a c h e s .  T h e  h o r s e s  d r a w i n g  t h e s e  c o a c h e s  i r e r e  b l a c k  a n d

g r o o i n e C  u n L i l  t h e i r  c o a b s  s h o n e  l i k e  b l a c l <  s i l t < .  T h e y  i t a d  b l a c k

f e a t h e r  p l u m e s  d o n e  u p  w i . t h  t h e  b l a c k  r i b b o n s .  T h e  h e a r s e  w a s

f  i g u r e d  g l a s s  p a n e l s  a n d  t h e  h o r s e s  d r a i i i n g  t h e  h e a r s e  i r e r e  v e r y

s p e c i a l  i n c e e d .  E v e r y o n e  ' i r e n t  i o  t h e s e  f u n a r a l s  t h e y  r + a 1 x e C  t w o

a b r e a s t  b a h i n d  t h e  m o u r n i n E  c o a c h e s  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  B l a y d o n

c e m e t e r y .  A f  f  e r u a r d s  t h e r e  l r a s  o _ u i  t e  a  s g r e a d ,  r o a s t  h a i n s  r  p e d s €
, ^ . . . l J i - ' .  ^ i ^ ' - '' J U u r r i r J  r  , : . r . r . c , i I e s  r  c 3 l ' ( 3 s  o f  a l l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  c f  c c u r s e  t h e  l a r E a
^ . ^ . :  ^ ^  r  ^ - . '  ts p r c e  l o a r .  r  r e n e n b e r  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  o l d  c a s l l e  b e i n g  d e m o l i s h e d ,

i t  r r i 1 1  b e  6 3  y = a r s  a E c  n o ; i .  I t  i r i l l  b e  r e - n e n b e r e C  v i i i r  n o s i a l g i a

a n i  a f f e c t i c n  b y  a . t y o n e  r i . r o  i s  s i i l l  l i v i n ;  v ; r c  l i v e d  t h q r e .  A l a s

t h e  s i t e  i s  n o w  g i v e n  o v e r  t o  i n d u s i r l .  I  v o n d e r  h a s  F r a n c a s  S e l b v
t  ^ s !  . i  !  ! a n
I C I U  l U  L J V .

, , \1 . / , / : -,/ I L l,n' ,7':''
, /


